
  

 

Tired of washing your hands yet? 

 

Board of Directors 
of Unit Five 

 

President 
Kevin Pilsbury 727-644-0021 

kevin.pilsbury@gmail.com 
 

1st V. Pres / Streets, Roads 
Tim Bara 727-244-2092 
bara.timothy@gmail.com 

 

2nd V. Pres / Clubhouse, Pool 
Charlie Schmid 404-663-4263 

bulldog41mac@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Stuart Hoff 727-579-4060 
graphidyne@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary 
Mike Chapman 813-843-7974  

mtchapman@gmail.com  
 

At-Large / Lawns 
Pauline Carr 859-396-2546 
pauline.carr60@gmail.com 

 

At-Large / Paint 
Ralph Bornstad 727-686-4224 

r.bornstad@live.com 
 

Management Office 
727-573-5670 

 
Pinellas Park Community  

Police Officer 
 

Corp. James Gatti 
Mon.-Thur. 10am-8pm 

Cell:  727-244-1715 
Desk: 727-369-5864 

 

Forum Editor 
Kelli Pilsbury 727-644-0023 

kelli.pilsbury@gmail.com 
Deadline for each issue 

is the 15th of each month 

From the Board of Directors  

Kevin Pilsbury 
 
Our next Board of Directors Meeting will be handled 
through ZOOM on Tuesday, Oct. 13th at 7:00pm.  We will 
begin promptly with Resident Concerns (3 minutes, lim-
ited to agenda items only). The link to the meeting is pro-
vided here below.  It addition, it can be emailed directly to 
you by sending a request to my personal email listed to 
the left.                             

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83869729602?
pwd=MTZHSGRkQmdUTE9FNmQ1SDVqcXcxdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 838 6972 9602     Passcode: 650768  
This link will also be posted on themainlands.com and in the clubhouse, 

both along with the Agenda, 48 hours prior.  It will also be posted on 
Nextdoor Mainlands Unit Five Group, the Social Club Facebook page 

 

From the last Board meeting: 
 

Front Lot Update:  The Belleair Group has terminated 
the contract for the purchase of the north front lot citing 
access and title issues as their reason. This all falls within 
the contract guidelines. 

 

Having completed the first phase, establishing a clean 
Rules and Regulations document to work with, I have 
put together a committee to take us through phase 2.  
Phase 2 will consist of reviewing and correcting the cur-
rent rules and regulations for: 
 outdated or no longer pertinent rules 
 vagueness of their current wording 
 for conflicting rules 
 and expanding the current rules from previous docu-
mented requests from the board for consideration. 
This committee is short term and once this has been 
completed the committee will be disbanded. 

 

We have received a lot of Information Update Forms 
and I noticed a lot of you have chosen email as a way to 
achieve your information.     (continued next page)  
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YOUR  AUTOMOTIVE 
YOUR ONE STOP SHOP 

727-366-8136 
www.727CAR.com 

6921 40th Street N.  
Pinellas Park 

 

FREE PICK UP & DROP OFF 
Safe & Contactless Service 

 We will pick up your vehicle  
 Perform the services needed 

 Disinfect & Clean all touched surfaces 
 *Return the vehicle to you without you 

ever having to leave your home. 

ALL Automotive Services &  Repairs 
*Oil Changes - Brakes - Tires - A/C & more 

SELL US YOUR CAR, TRUCK, OR VAN! 
Paying CASH on the spot 

Bring Your Vehicle Back to NEW ! Locally Family Owned & Operated 
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From the Board of Directors    (continued from front page) 
 
We thank you for your willingness to help us keep you informed in more ways than 
one, it is encouraging to have this many residents willing to be in the know.  (see 
back page for form) 
 

Concerns this month:   
 Pets are not to be walked in the Clubhouse area. When walking your pets please 
avoid letting them extend up into your neighbors lawn past the sidewalk area.  
  

 Please remember our speed limit on the boulevard is only 25 mph.  Do not be 
one of the residents everyone is complaining about!  If you don't think this isn’t an 
issue, just visit one of your neighbors who live on the boulevard.  Slow down on 
our side streets.  Residents are walking pets, crossing the road, etc. Make it your 
responsibility to make sure guests/vendors are reminded of this. 
 

 We have some overgrown and unsightly landscaping at some of our homes. 
Please keep your hedges, bushes, trees, etc. trimmed and away from your 
neighbors trees and property.  
 

 Please help us maintain a rodent free community by keeping fruit off the ground, 
refrain from composting with food particles, and accumulating clutter.      

 
The Annual Meeting is  

Saturday, November 21, 2020 at 10:30am 
 

Repeat: Like the other Units (barring a miracle), it will be handled mostly online, 
adding to the task and challenges of the usual meeting.  To follow current CDC 
guidelines we are making plans to have only the current Board and Counters in 
the clubhouse. We will be using cameras onsite at major points, such as ballot 
check-in and counting stations, etc.  The main purpose of our Annual Meeting is to vote on the 
proposed 2021 Budget, vote on any pending changes to our By-Laws or material changes (if any), 
and Elections to the Board of Directors.  

 The proposed Budget will be presented to the current BOD at the BOD Meeting in October 
and will be included in our 2nd Mailing  prior to the Annual Meeting. 

 Board Members are elected for a two year term on a split term/rotation basis.  One year we 
elect 4 members, the next year 3 members.  This year we will elect 3 members as the current 
terms are expiring for Tim Bara, Mike Chapman and Stuart Hoff. 

Thank you for reading your Five’s Forum! 

Don’t forget DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ends at 2:00am on Sunday, Nov. 1st.  
Turn you clocks BACK ONE HOUR when going to bed on Halloween Night 
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UNIT FIVE 2021 PROPOSED BUDGET 
Stuart Hoff, Treasurer 
 
As a starting point to present the proposed 2021 budget, it is worthwhile to review what is 
covered.  Some people may not be aware of many of the ramifications of being a Private 
Community.  This has a major impact on our financial needs every year.  Why, you may 
ask ?  For starters, we are responsible for the maintenance of all of our streets, curbs 
and sidewalks.  Go somewhere else in Pinellas Park, and it is the City’s responsibility.  
We are responsible for maintaining our sanitary and storm sewers.  The same is true for 
our reclaimed and potable (drinking) water.  There are also several ponds for which we 
are responsible.  All of these items, plus several more are covered in the Reserve portion 
of our annual budget.  Each year, we try to determine how all of these assets are doing, 
figure out what needs to be repaired or replaced, when that needs to be done, and how 
much it is going to cost.  Until this year, the Board was forced to make its best educated 
(or not) guess on things like useful life remaining, replacement cost, etc.  The good news 
is that 2020 was the first year in recent memory in which we commissioned a Reserve 
Study.  Among other things, this study provided an itemization of all Unit Five assets – 
excluding our residents, of course – and attempted to provide a “state of the Unit” report 
to better inform us on what we had, how long it might last and what it would cost to  
replace it.  It is not a perfect document, nor is it able to be, since many of our most  
expensive assets are hidden from view and either difficult or pretty darn impossible to get 
an accurate assessment of condition.  That is one reason why you will generally see us 
continuing to beef up our Reserves.  Since we have a responsibility to our residents to 
enhance the “livability” of Unit Five, the attempt is made to err on the side of having too 
much money, not too little.  The proof of the pudding is that to this point, no Board has 
had to come back to residents with the news that a special assessment is required.  That 
is a responsibility that no one who has ever served on the Board takes lightly.  So, our 
Reserves would be similar to your own budget to replace things like your roof, your drive-
way, your air conditioner, your car, etc.  You are very fortunate if you do not have to 
worry about putting money away for the replacement of these items. 
 

The other portion of our annual budget is called Operating expenses.  To continue with 
the individual homeowner analogy, these are things like food, gas, electricity, entertain-
ment, cell phone and/or landline, landscaping, etc.  As you have experienced, most of 
these cost items do not decrease over time.  For budget purposes, we are at the mercy 
of the City of Pinellas Park, Duke Energy, insurance, legal and accounting firms.  It is a 
rare occurrence for one of those entities to come to us hat in hand and offering us a price 
reduction.  To minimize some of this impact, the Master Association has tried to maxi-
mize buying power, where possible, and continue to explore money-saving ways. 
 

So, that brings us to this year.  Unless you have been married more than 10 times, or 
been through the hell of war, there is little in most of our experience that prepared us for 
Covid-19.  All of us are painfully aware of the impact the pandemic has had on our social 
lives.                    (continued on the next page) 
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The continuing absence of consistent, factual information maximizes insecurity.  We 
have all been impacted in ways big and small.  One very specific way that our financial 
situation was affected dealt with our annual financial audit.  Most of the employees at 
our accounting firm were working mothers with school-age children.  Net result: The 
audit that was usually received in February was not sent to us until sometime in July.  
The audit contained important information relevant to our 2021 budget.  One of the 
specific recommendations from our accountant related to moving more of our 2021 
budget into Reserves, creating a loss in our Operating accounts.  The reason for this is 
to offset the overage that resulted from an unexpected rebate from Spectrum that  
derived from the new Mainlands contract, and the reduction in lawn care costs as  
result of new contracts.  In addition, in a resident vote for our November 2019 Annual 
Meeting, it was approved to roll over surplus funds from the 2019 budget year into 
2020 Operating expenses.   So, if you should happen to compare the 2020 and 2021 
budgets, do not be surprised to see this difference reflected.   A major side benefit to 
this shift is that we are doing a great job in beefing up our reserves, while minimizing 
the negative impact on our residents.   
 

Our financial strength has allowed us to upgrade many of the amenities in Unit Five, 
and be positioned to continue to make progress in the future.  Our Board wishes to 
give a profound thanks to our residents for their support over the years, and to previ-
ous Boards for doing an outstanding job at putting Unit Five in an enviable position.  
We hope that your support continues as we deal with the uncertainties before us.  Unit 
Five is in its fifth decade of existence.  Similar to our residents, we will continue to deal 
with the effects of aging.  The pride that we see many of our residents show in the  
appearance of their yards and homes is a great motivation for us. 
 

Here are the not fully-funded proposed monthly fees: 
 

A homes = $ 295.46                  B homes = $ 335.01 
 

It is generally considered to be an act of Board heresy to reduce monthly fees from one 
year to the next.  Conventional wisdom says that homeowners have very short memo-
ries for those things.  Prudent past management puts us in a unique position for the 
year 2021.  We will strive to continue sound management to provide Unit Five with the 
best possible bang for its buck, and to minimize fee increases when possible. 
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“The Shutter Guy” Can Take Care of ALL 
Your Window Treatment Needs 

“Discover the Secret to a Beautiful Home 
That Also Cuts Energy Costs and Can  

Increase the Value of Your Home!” 
We provide  the most visually appealing  

quality shutters, blinds, shades and  
any other window treatments for your home  

and professionally install them for you  

Mainland's residents get a 10% discount*  
 

CALL: 813-641-4002  
Today & Schedule  

Your Free Consultation 
www.theshutterguystpete.com 
 *Limitations apply         Insured: Policy # (19) 

58469407    

So for the 2nd Season… 
I mean the 2nd Wave… 
Can we switch quarantine partners or are 
we stuck with the same ones we have 
from Season 1? 
 
I feel like someone lied:   
We were told that to be old and suc-
cessful, you only had to survive being 
young & stupid… no mention of  
pandemics! 
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DIAL DIRECTORIES 
Peggy Bartolotta 
 
New Residents: 
 

Diane Justice 
9304 41st St N 
727-526-8027 
 

Karen L. Fygi 
9000 41st St 
530-616-0700 
 

Joseph Stimel 
4117 93rd Terr 
727-250-9194 
 

Patricia Towne 
9213 41st st N 
509-531-0389 
 

Phone Number Change 
 

Kathilynn Schmidt:  727-827-2759  
 

Please contact Peggy Bartolotta for any 
directory changes by calling 498-7951. 

             
COMMUNITY CONCERNS 
Carol Knudsen   
 
Get Well/Thinking of You cards sent to: 
 

Kathy Bara, Ruth Brown, Patricia 
Devers, Pat Fabisiak, Charles Graham, 
Becky Hoff, Anne McNutt, Judy Newton, 
and Ellen Oskirko 
 

Sympathy cards were sent to: 
 

Family of Harvey Lindstrom 
 

Please report all illness, surgeries, 
deaths, etc. to Carol at 727-202-7087 

Social Club 
monthly meeting  

(via Zoom) 
Oct. 20th at 

7:00pm 
We need 35+ residents to log on to 

take care of some matters!!!! 
 

Join Zoom Meeting Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86903249777?

pwd=YUNrVzZHd21naFkwb2xoZlNITUN
HQT09 

 
SHUFFLEBOARD 
Judy Watts 
 
Welcome back experienced Shufflers and 
Newcomers.  
 

Shuffleboard practice resumed on Monday, 
September 14th.  We will continue to meet 
on Mondays at 10:00am.  Yes, we practice 
social distancing.  Come on out and get 
some fresh air.  The breeze and the sun-
shine are healthy, and we have plenty of 
clean shade under the pavilion. 
 

We are happy to have welcomed two new-
comers and are hoping for more friendly 
people to join us for some easy-going com-
petition and warm socializing.  The game is 
fun and challenging.  We will be happy to 
give you some pointers. 
 

Special Thanks to John Sewart, James 
Fuentez, and Roger Watts for cleaning the 
courts.   
 

For more information please contact Mary 
Allmeyer, Pat Fabisiak or Judy Watts. 

 
 

 

New  
directories are 

currently  
being  

Distributed 
 

Is there an  
error in your 

listing? 
Call Peggy   

Women’s Club ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE 
See details on page 13  



PAM MARTINCIC 
REALTOR 

PamMartincic@gmail.com 
(727) 439-7920 

 

Aldi’s Shopping Center 
9185 US Highway 19 N. 
Pinellas Park, FL  33782 

 4 Full-Time agents holding the Senior Real Estate  
  Specialist designation for Senior Communities 

 Take advantage of our years of experience to obtain   
  top dollar for your Mainlands home 

 COMPLIMENTARY Comparative Market Analysis  
  available upon request 

LUISA TOLUSSO 
BROKER 

LTolusso@msn.com 
(727) 385-7342 

 

CHRIS McDONALD 
REALTOR 

Chris.MainlandsRE@gmail.com 
(727) 631-1150 

 

TOM MONTEFINESE 
REALTOR 

TMonte7@gmail.com 
(727) 254-2553 

 

 

 
 
 

               

www.MainlandsRealEstate.com      (727) 576-0101 
 

 Original Mainlands Real Estate office since 1969 
 Walk-ins welcome! Convenient location 
 Specializing in Listing, Selling and Leasing 
 We do Open Houses! 
 Broad advertising and extensive internet marketing 
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SOCIAL CLUB ACTIVITIES 
 

Oct. 2nd, Nov. 6th 
(via Zoom)  

1st Friday of each   
month at 7:00pm 

 

Link will be posted on Facebook & Nextdoor 
 

 

Last MONDAY NIGHT of 
the Month (10/26) 

5:30-7:30pm 
 

Outside in Clubhouse Parking Lot 
 

**WEAR YOUR MASK IN LINE** 
 

Two different Trucks each time.   
Appetizers, snacks, entrees and  

DESSERTS  
Bring your chairs and hang out or get 

your treats to go 
Call or email Kelli to use a card table 

WATCH THE MARQUEE 
or our FACEBOOK PAGE for details 

 
Social Club is hosting a  

 
 

CONTEST 
Only rule:  have it in your 

yard Saturday, Oct. 31st by 
10:00am, so the judges can 

see from your street. 
 

Winners & Prizes announced at 5:30pm 

 
CLUBHOUSE IS CLOSED 

Please Note:  If a MIRACLE happens 
Events are subject to change 

Please watch FaceBook, Nextdoor and the 
Clubhouse marquee. 

President      Kelli Pilsbury        727-644-0023 
Vice Pres.     Kathy Kolb           727-424-4672 
Treasurer     Marie Bornstad    727-686-6664 
Secretary      Becky Hoff           847-778-7794 
Board/Large    Lori Chapman      813-843-7974 

 
 

Saturday, October 31st, 5:30-7:30pm 
 Outdoor Party 
 Wear a costume... if you dare 
 Attend as a “trunker” or as a “treater” 
 BYOB, practice CDC guidelines, share 

your space with your family or safe 
couple...Music provided 

 

TRUNKERS:  (no charge) 
 Decorate your car/trunk/golf cart 
 Park at the clubhouse (car or cart) 
 Open your trunk...share all the fun 
 Bring a pre-packaged treat or make a 

craft to share with other residents 
(candy, crackers, popcorn)  

 be creative! 
 Trunkers get to be a “treater” too! 

“Trunker” SPACE IS LIMITED 
Call Kelli to save a space! 

 

TREATERS: $2.00 per person 
 Order your “ticket’ by contacting Lori or 

Kelli by phone, email or at SC Meeting 
 Bring a bag for “treat” collecting 

 

You MUST sign-up so we have 
enough treats 
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Food Drive October 2 - November 16 
Our Annual Food Drive begins this 
month.  The food drive is chaired by Kathy 
Blackman, our 2nd Vice President. This 
year’s food drive recipient will be “St. Pe-
tersburg Free Clinic”. This organization is 
the #1 emergency food distributor in Pinel-
las County. The Free Clinic Food Bank 
gives out food free of charge to over sixty-
five partner agencies in our community. 
Over 50,000 of our neighbors in need re-
ceive food assistance through this collabo-
rative effort every month. 
 

Since the clubhouse has been closed, we 
will have non-perishable food drop off boxes 
stationed outside of the front entrance of the 
clubhouse on Mondays and Fridays be-
tween the hours of 9am & 12noon beginning 
Friday, Oct. 2nd. If you have a donation and 
cannot get to the clubhouse at one of the 
designated times, please call or text Kathy 
Blackman (727-688-3849) or Toni Medjuck 
(727-580-3141). We will gladly pick it up. If 
you would prefer to give a monetary dona-
tion in lieu of food, please make check pay-
able to “St. Petersburg Free Clinic” and con-
tact Kathy Blackman for pickup.   
 

With this crisis looming over us, there are 
more people/families in need of assistance 
more than ever. Thank you in advance for 
your generous support of this worthy cause. 
 

PLATINUM BABES 
Judy Pustizzi 
 

Like all activities, our luncheons are on 
HOLD. When we can resume safely, our 
restaurant jaunts will begin. We have all 
missed the fellowship and trying out new 
eateries.  All ladies in Unit Five are welcome 
to join us. Our Co-Chairs: Priscilla Skalka 
and Judy Pustizzi will be handing the Chair-
manship over to Janet Aston, 727-434-
2982. Please contact her for additional infor-
mation or restaurant suggestions. Be Safe. 

WOMEN’S CLUB 
Toni Medjuck 
 
Our new year is beginning this month, Octo-
ber 9th. Due to the COVID-19 health restric-
tions all meetings are on hold until it is safe. 
There was a Women’s Club board meeting 
held on August 12th. During this meeting, 
we finalized the election of officers for the 
year 2020-2021.  The slate of officers pre-
sented by the nominating committee were 
elected and installed. 
 

Your new board members:  President-Toni 
Medjuck; 1st Vice Pres.-Cindy Fish; 2nd 
Vice Pres-: Kathy Blackman; Secretary-
Joanne Hannon; Treasurer- Laurie Breen  
& Member-at-Large: Leeanne Penick.  Until 
it is safe to resume normal meetings, we 
want you to know that we are extending 
membership of 2019-2020 paid members.   
 

Mary Ellen Boudreau (360-356-2363) will 
remain as our Membership chairperson. 
Please contact Mary Ellen for all member-
ship concerns, including becoming a new 
member.  Janet Barker will remain as our 
Community Concerns chairperson.  If there 
are any community concerns, please con-
tact Janet Barker (352-521-3750). 
 

Members of Women’s Club Board pre-
sented the proceeds of $2,145.00 to Pinel-
las - PACE Center for Girls in the amount. 
Thanks to everyone who made this a huge 
success. 
 

Under the present conditions we are explor-
ing new ideas to keep our club connected 
and active in the community.  Judy Pustizzi 
presented an idea for a “Trash & Treasures” 
fundraiser in 2021.  Please submit any 
ideas you have to the Board so that we stay 
connected until we can meet again. Your 
Board of directors encourages everyone to 
be safe & healthy.  We miss seeing all our 
members and look forward to resuming 
normal activities as soon as it is safe. 
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GOLD 
SILVER 
RINGS 
OLD COINS 
OLD TOYS 
TRAINS 
DIAMONDS 
TIN BANKS 
CLOCKS 
DOLLS 
SWORDS 
DAGGARS 
NAZI ITEMS 
HUMMELS 
WIND VANES 

CAST IRON BANKS 
OLD BEER STEINS 
DOLL FURNITURE 
WOODEN ANIMALS 
OLD POST CARDS 
GUNS (ALL TYPES) 
OLD OIL PAINTINGS 
OLD TOBACCO TINS 
BASEBALL CARDS 
CIGARETTE LIGHTERS 
PORTRAIT PLATES 
BEER TRAYS (Pre 1933)
OLD PAPERWEIGHTS 
OLD FOUNTAIN PENS 
CAMPAIGN BUTTONS 

WATCHES: ANY CONDITION 
     (Pocket, Chain, Wrist, Disney)
BRONZE STATUES & FIGURINES 
FINE CHINA & GLASSWARE 
TIN TYPES-PHOTOGRAPHS 
STEREOSCOPES & CARDS 
FIGURINES, CHINA & METAL 
CUFF LINKS & TIE BARS 
COIN OPERATED GAMES 
OLD COCA-COLA ITEMS 
STERLING SILVERWARE 
DESK/TABLE LAMPS (Hand-painted) 
COIN OPERATED NICKELODIANS 
WIND-UP TIN & CAST IRON TOYS 
     and CARS 

OLD JEWELRY 
POCKET KNIVES 
OLD PEWTER 
OLD MARBLES 
MUSIC BOXES 
PHONOGRAPHS 
DUCK DECOYS 
CAST IRON TOYS 
LEAD GLASS LAMPS 
OLD TAPESTRY 
ORIENTAL RUGS 
DENTAL GOLD 
CIVIL WAR ITEMS 
TOY SOLDIERS 
LODGE JEWELRY 

Courteous House Calls   ■   Cash Payments  ■  Confidential Purchases 
Call DAVE Today for quote!  (727) 299-0254   Cell (315) 573-3666 

DAVE DELAP, a Mainlands Resident in Unit 3,  
COLLECTS and PAYS TOP PRICES for the following: 

NOW BUYING!                    SATISFYING CUSTOMERS SINCE 1963                  OVER 57 YEARS! 

Caroline & Lee, P.A. 
Francis M. Lee, Esq. 

     Appreciatively providing   
  legal services to the  

residents of Mainlands  
 for over 30 years 

576-1203 
REAL ESTATE  ■ ESTATE PLANNING 

LIVING TRUSTS ■ DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY  

4551-F Mainlands Boulevard 
 

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.  
Before you decide, ask us to send you FREE written information about our qualifications and experience. 
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Jocko’s Jam* - May 2020        Desperate Times?  Where is the Hope? 
 

Instead of exercise, vitamins and sleep, this month let’s look at something far more impor-
tant.  That vital essential to health and happiness is hope.  Henry David Thoreau said that 
most people live lives of quiet desperation.  He was convinced that people could find fulfill-
ment in life but that most simply were looking in the wrong direction. 
 

We live in interesting times.  We may be witnessing the most rapid change in political, so-
cial, and moral values the nation has ever seen.  This change, the unsettled feelings that 
accompany it, and the isolation that comes along with the virus have brought many people 
over 50 to a sense of hopelessness or despair.   
 

There are other reasons that people feel desperate.   Some live in fear.  Others think that 
they have outlived their dreams.  Still others have developed a negative or fatalistic outlook 
on life.  Some feel unworthy.  There are other causes.  Does this sound familiar? 
 

While hopelessness or despair are common from time to time, they do not have to be per-
manent.  We get to choose, even if we think we cannot.  There is a way out of the misery.  
There are some effective steps that we can take right now. 
 

First, we must decide that we want to change.  Nothing positive will happen if we give in or 
give up.  Resignation amplifies defeat.  Appropriate action is the first step.  Hope emerges 
in the first positive step.  When we decide to hope, success is possible.  As we take posi-
tive action, we make the statement that we are worthy of better.  We deserve to feel better.  
That itself energizes hope.  Moving forward is moving forward.  That starts with one step. 
 

Was it Lincoln who said that people are about as happy as they choose to be?  Hope is the 
same kind of thing.  We get to act on it, and we get to improve it. 
 

Dale Carnegie said that most of the important things in the world have been accomplished 
by people who have kept on trying when there seemed to be no hope at all.  Yes, it takes 
some courage.  Courage inspires hope and hope inspires courage.  We keep moving for-
ward despite our fears.  John Lewis challenged us, “Be hopeful. Be optimistic. Never lose 
that sense of hope.” 
 

However, while they can be very helpful, the greatest source of hope is not our patriots or 
philosophers.  Hope is more than a natural response to a troublesome situation.  Hope is 
supernatural.  Some think of it as spiritual.  I do. 
One of the best counselors in this matter spoke to some discouraged people over two mil-
lennia ago.  One does not have to be religious to be encouraged by these words.  If we de-
cide to do so, we can be strengthened by hard times.  We can rise up with pride in the face 
of trouble, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope,  and hope does not disappoint us, because divine love has 
been poured into our hearts.  Whatever is your view of the divine or the order of the uni-
verse, there is something there to lift you up and give you hope for a better and brighter 
tomorrow. 
 

Get started. Weeping may last for the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
 
*prefers to be anonymous.  If you need to know who it is, email the Editor 
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